                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
                                               TUESDAY JANUARY 10, 2017 – 12:00 NOON

                                                       MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday January 10, 2017 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Joubert followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Chery Brumfield, James Daniels III, Ernie Drake III, Daryl Ferrara and
                                         Wm. Joubert
Commissioner Absent:   Lucas Watkins 
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Adm. Secretary; Bryan McMahan, Ponchatoula Times and Don Ellzey, Hammond Daily Star.
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commission Daniels II that the Agenda be approved as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0
Absent: 1 Watkins.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Public Hearing and Regular meeting held on December 13, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the absence of Treasurer Lucas Watkins, Commissioner Joubert presented the Financial Balance Sheet Statement for the period ending December 31, 2016. He reported that the total assets were $6,452,212.27  and total liabilities were $661,726.35  leaving a net equity of $5,790,485.92
It was moved by Commissioner Daniels II and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the month ending December 31, 2010.  Motion passed.. Yeas: 6  Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.
OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-00113
Phase II-Floodwall, Lay-down Area & Paving

Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, gave a brief summary on a previous meeting held for the purpose of discussing design plans and specifications with AECOM engineering firm of record. He also gave a status report updating the Commissioners on the Port Priority Floodwall project.  Discussed were engineering issues and the three proposals/options relative to design plans and specification prior to proceeding with building the Floodwall. The three researched proposals/options discussed to date were; ( 1) dirt levee,( 2) cinder blocks/brick wall and (3) sheet piling.. Other issues discussed were cost and maintenance factors. Another update will be given at the next regular meeting in February, 2017.
2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update

The port director informed the Commission that in 2017 he would still proceed to continue the marketing plans with the Polymer Pellet/Resin Industries and CN companies that are primarily interested in trans-loading commodities for storage/shipping at the Port Manchac intermodal terminal. He also met with
Representative Steve Pugh in regards to a  natural gas line at the Port and Rep. Pugh was agreeable in helping with the research on what the benefits/options would be for attracting jobs from manufacturing projects that need/require natural gas for their operation.

3. Invoice Payment Approval
Commissioner Joubert presented two invoices for the Commissioners’ review and approval for payment for the month of January 2017. 1.  PORTS ASSOCIATION OF LOUISIANA 2017 Dues- $2,000

2.  G. T. Michelli Co., Inc. Invoice # 172713- Truck Scale $270.00

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission approve the invoices for payment, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

 4. Small Vessel Dock Project Update
The port director informed the Commission that he will continue to get request/quotes, with workable numbers, for the small dock construction and report back with an update at the February meeting.
5. FEMA Emergency/Stand-by-Generator Project Update
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne reported that the process of completing all the paper work in regards to contract and related Generator Project documents are done and plan to meet with the contracted company, Ready Power, on Friday. The construction should begin before the next meeting. 
6. Vegetation Maintenance & Enhancement Project Update

The port director reported that the process of acquiring affordable quotes for the Vegetation Maintenance project remains on-going and the permit for the project is valid.  The plan is to have some workable numbers to look at and recommend a workable fee for the vegetation project at the next meeting in February.
New Business:

1. Election of Officers FY 2017

President Boihem opened the floor for nomination and election of officers for the year 2017.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission 

agreed to keep the present status quo/rolling over the same officers to serve in 2017 as follows: Don Boihem, President; Daryl Ferrara, Vice President; Ernie Drake III, Secretary;  and Lucas Watkins, Treasurer. Motion passed. Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

2. Lighthouse Project
    a) Resolution

A basic design/drawing of a lighthouse was presented, by the port director, for discussion.  The concept of building the lighthouse replica would be for the purpose of using it as a local landmark, and marketing tool that would be visible by interstate and waterways. The top of the lighthouse would be from the original lighthouse once located in Lake Pontchartrain and currently stored at the Madisonville Maritime Museum.  
Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution relative to the Lighthouse Project.  
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Daniels, II that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to seek an engineering design for the Port Manchac Lighthouse construction project at the Port Manchac inter-modal terminal.  Services are to be performed, by Tom E. Pittman, P.E., Consulting Engineer, 18080 Brandon Dr., Hammond, LA 70401 for the engineering design that shall not exceed $1,500, for his services rendered. Motion passed. Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

3. Compliance Questionnaire for 2016 Audit
Director Patrick Dufresne, as a reminder, informed the Commission that prior to the  annual  audit, is  a compliance questionnaire is required and is to be completed in accordance with the Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts, established by the Governmental Account  Standards Board. President Boihem presented the completed questionnaire for the Commissioner’s review. 
Commissioner/Secretary Drake, III, introduced a resolution for adopting the Compliance Questionnaire as required prior to the STPPC 2016 audit.
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the Commission adopt the completed LA Compliances Questionnaire (For Audit Engagements), as presented, and submit the forms, a requirement as part of the financial audit for Louisiana governmental units and quasi-public entities, prior to the annual audit for year ending December 2016. Motion passed. . Yeas: 6   Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

Secretary Drake III, introduce a resolution in regards to Audit Engagement.
Audit Engagement 
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake III, that the Commission approve the hiring of Pinell & Martínez, LLP, Certified Public Accountants, 308 South Tyler Street, Suite 4, Covington, LA 70433 and execute the engagement contract as stipulated in its proposal to perform the audit for the year ended December 31, 2016. Agreement  not to exceed the amount of $4500. Motion passed.. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.
REMARKS:
Port Director Patrick Dufresne presented the Port Manchac/STPPC-Goals for 2017 and  some items remain on-going. He also mentioned the Commissioner’s Goals for 2017.  He thanked everyone for their continued support and look forward to continued progress in 2017.
President Boihem express his appreciation and congratulated the new elected officers serving the 2017 term  and thanking everyone for their vote of confidence stating that the Commission is on the right track and looking forward to another successful year in 2017.
Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Drake III , seconded by Commissioner Joubert .  Motion passed. Yeas: 6  Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Watkins.

Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.  
Ernie Drake III, Secretary
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